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Ragtime festival brings seasoned 
performers to Columbia

By Dianna Borsi O’Brien

June 10

• 10 a.m. Music Fair. Another free event featuring new and vet-
eran artists.

• 12:30 p.m. Seminar with Kjell Waltman. 

• 4 p.m. Artists New and Reintroduced. This formal concert will 
feature pianist Richard Dowling as well as Reginald R. Robinson, 
Scott Kirby and more.

• 8 p.m. Stride and Classics Themes. This formal concert will fea-
ture Dowling, Paul Asaro, one of the finest interpreters of Stride 
piano, Jelly Roll Morton and Fats Waller.

For Libby Gill, the summer ragtime festival can’t come soon enough.
“I’m a groupie,” she says. “I fell in love with this music a long time ago. It’s 

happy, joyful, foot-tapping music.”
Gill will be among the 300 to 400 people expected to attend the two-day 

Original J.W. “Blind” Boone Ragtime & Early Jazz Festival, which will be held 
June 9 and 10 in the Missouri Theatre Center for the Arts on Ninth Street.

The festival will feature four concerts and several free events including music 
fairs with up-and-coming musicians, seminars and the “after glows,” or jam 
sessions that typically follow ragtime concerts. The jam sessions will be held at 
the Regency on Broadway. Tickets are $90 for all eight events or $25 for each 
concert.

“It is a grand festival with world-class artists,” Gill says. “You’d have to drive 
a long way and pay a much higher price to see and hear the caliber of artists 
that will be here.”

She should know; Gill helped festival organizer Lucille Salerno and others 
put on Columbia’s first ragtime festival back 1991. The festival, which draws 
attendees and artists from around the world, is sponsored by the Columbia 
Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Missouri Arts Council

For this year’s festival, Gill especially looks forward to seeing Mimi Blais, 
a classically trained pianist from Canada who is also a singer and comedian. 
“She’s hilarious, and she plays that piano like you’ve never heard anyone play it 
before,” Gill says.

Besides being fun, ragtime is our country’s first true, “made in America” 
music, Salerno says. She adds that ragtime’s initial popularity was fueled by 
Missouri musicians, such as Columbia’s own piano virtuoso J.W. “Blind” Boone 
and Scott Joplin, who spent much of his early musical career in Sedalia, Mo. 

June 9

• 9:30 a.m. Music Fair. This free event includes up-and-coming 
musicians and featured performers. Think of it as a sampler of 
ragtime, old and new.

• Noon. Seminar with Reginald R. Robinson. Free screening of a 
documentary on ragtime history by Robinson, a recipient of John 
D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation grant for his innovation 
in ragtime music.  

• 4 p.m. Innovations and Classics. Performing artists will include 
Mimi Blais, pianist John Davis and more. Formal concert.

• 8 p.m. Morten Gunnar Larsen and Ophelia Orchestra of Nor-
way. Formal concert.

Festival Highlights

Pianist, singer and comedian Mimi Blais

Ph
o

to
 c

o
u

rt
es

y 
o

f 
M

im
i B

la
is

66  June/July 2010


